PREFACE.

IN tlie study of the campaigns of Alexander, original
research has Ibeen limited to a few travelers and geographers,
or to military men conducting explorations under the aus-
pices of some government and provided with facilities denied
to most of us. In the case of Hannibal it is different.
Spain and Italy are accessible, as Persia and Afghanistan are
not, and the topography of the theatre of the Second Punic
"War can be readily examined and ascertained. No historian
of Hannibal appears, however, to have studied his campaigns
on the ground. Almost all accounts of his extraordinary
marches, manoeuvres and battles borrow their topography,
if they give any, from some predecessor equally limited in
his facilities, or from very insufficient maps. Many errors
have thus been propagated.

The author lias been fortunate enough repeatedly to visit
the scenes of the Punic captain's achievements. With Po-
lybius and Livy in the hand, he has followed Hannibal from
Cartagena across the Pyrenees, the Rhone and the Alps, cross-
ing every pass in the latter range by which the Carthaginian
army could possibly have made its way ; he has visited every
section of Italy and has compared the facts given by the
ancient writers with the existing topography; he has been
able to consult the best authorities as to the geological
changes which the centuries may have wrought: and what he
is from diligent studv of the authorities